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SC gives clean chit to Moc
govt in Rafale deal

A bench headed by Chief The top court said it i
Justice Ranjan Gogoi said not the job of the cour
there has been ato deal with the
The Supreme Court Fridaynecessity of fighter comparative details of th
gave a clean chit to theaircraft and the country pricing.

Narendra Modi cannot remain without The bench said it doe
government on the these jets. not find substantial
procurement of 36 Rafale The CJI, who read out the matter to interfere with
fighter jets from France. judgement for the three- the issue of procuremen
The apex court said therejudge bench, said no pricing and dfset partner
was no occasion to doubtreasons were found to The  verdict was|
the decision-making interfere in the pronounced on a batch ¢
process in the multi-billion procurement process for pleas seeking a court
dollar Rafale deal. the fighter jets. monitored probe into deal
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Rahul to hold fresh round of
discussions with Rajasthan C
hopefuls Gehlot, Pilot

being awaited.” with senior party leader
Congress leaders feelin the national capita
once the MLAs in the Thursday night.
Congress president Rahuktate have authorisedThe Congress leadersh
Gandhi is likely to hold a Gandhi to take a decisionwant Gehlot and Pilot t
fresh round of on the chief minister be present together at th
discussions Friday with leaders should not CLP meet.

Ashok Gehlot and Sachinchallenge the high Sources said th
Pilot, the two chief command and accept theCongress top brass w3
ministerial aspirants in decision. upset with the manner i
Rajasthan, before taking aPilot, 41, is still reported which party workers|
final call for the top post. not on board on Gehlat’ resorted to arson an
The decision of name, which is delaying violence in the state in
Rajasthars next chief the announcement, thebid to exert pressure of
minister is likely to be sources said. The PCCthe party to name Pilot.
taken before noon and will chief has put up a stiff They said this the firs
be made public at aresistance and histime such incidents havj
meeting of the Congressstaking his own claim for been reported in
Legislature Party (CLP) in the top post. Rajasthan and the par
state capital Jaipur AICC general secretary has taken the matte
sources said. in-charge of Rajasthan seriously

After several rounds of Avinash Pande told PTI,” The incidents of violence
discussions that lasted tillCongress  presidentwere reported in Jaipu
Thursday midnight, heard everyone and afterDosa and other part
Congress veteran Gehlowide consultations he Thursday following which|
has emerged as a fronwill take the final the Congress leadersh
runner for the top post, decision which will be asked both Pilot an
while Pradesh Congressacceptable to all.” Gehlot to issue appeal fg
Committee president Pilot Gandhi is likely to meet peace.

is being placated inPilot and Gehlot, 67, The party leaders feel th|
attempts to broker peaceagain at his residence ininfighting in Rajasthan
between the two. attempts to broker peace,should end soon an
Party’s central observer like he did in the case of called an amicablg
for Rajasthan K C Madhya Pradesh wheresolution in the manne
Venugopal told PTI, “Itis Kamal Nath was declaredJyotiraditya Scindig
up to the Congressas the nextchief ministergracefully accepted th
president to take a finalamid hectic parleys held Congresss decision in
call and the decision isby the Congress chief Madhya Pradesh.
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i Kamal Nath to take
oath as Madhya
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which the governo
invited him for the oath.
The meeting lasted fq
Senior Congress leadernearly 50 minutes.
5 Kamal Nath said he will The Congress has wq
take oath as chief minister114 seats in the 230
of Madhya Pradesh onmember House, the pg
,December 17. results of which werg
The swearing-in declared on December 1|
ceremony will take place It has secured support
fat Lal Parade Ground herea total of 121 MLAS,
-around 1.30 pm, Nath told including SP - 1 and BSP|
. reporters outside Raj 2 legislators as also of fol
Bhavan. independents, to cros
Nath, along with senior the majority mark of 116
Congress leaders, seats.

including Digvijay Singh, The party Thursday nigh
I%ek Tankha and others named Nath as Madh

Y

t GovernoAnandiben Pradeshs next chief
tel and informed her minister after hours o
about his election ashectic parleys held b
Congress Legislature party chief Rahul Gandh

5

13 labourers feared
dead after flooding in
illegal Coal Mine in
Meghalaya

a Agency was quoted later b
N Shillong, Dec. 14 news agencyFP.
At least 13 miners areUnsafe rat-hole coa
feared dead after theymining have been
B got trapped by flooding running illegally despite|
inanillegal coal minein a National Green
YEast Jaintia Hills of Tribunal ban in place i
I Meghalaya.
Sylvester Nongtngr Earlier this month, anti
Superintendent of Policemining activistAgnes
of East Jaintia Hills Kharshiing was attacke
S district told NDTV that by alleged coal minersii
the coal mine was the the same district.
Plocated close to ytein This is not the first time|
i river and it was being that labourers engage
roperated illegally“The inillegal mining of coal
mine filled with water have been trapped in
efrom inside while they mine, a police officer
were digging it and it said.
dcollapsed,” the police At least 15 miners werg
officer said. trapped in anillegal rat
“We are doing our besthole coal mine near th
to reach out to them. OurNangalbibra area in
e information is 13 people South Garo Hills in 2012
were inside at the time of The bodies were neve|
flooding,” Mr Sangma recovered, officials said
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\ Contd. from yesterday issue

NIPCO ONTHE NATIONAL IDENTITY OF MANIPUR

Bijo Francis, Executive for national liberation of practical implicationsTo

Director.
Courtesy - Beyond the this contradiction. The political
Horizon
vested responseTo basis of communal an
Many correctly or suppress national sectarian politics
incorrectly held the liberation movement, the Manipur? NIPCO: The
Indian State as Indian State adopts existing political economy unity and

responsible for playing
communal divide and

several strategies, whichin Manipur is primarily
include among others, based on a peculiar mod

in They

adopting various vested land rights and commoi

Manipur is a response towhat extent the prevalentcourses, to accumulateminimum needs. Thig
economy private wealth, in the contradiction can be
Indian State had its own provides the material most reactionary and resolved

amicabl
dopportunist manners. through consensus an
deliberately good policy The
override inter-ethnie contradictions can
invest in become antagonistic i

unhealthy sectarian the influence of
elclaims such as Sixth destructive forces

rule. What is response of communal divide and rule of capitalist relation of Schedule, autonomy (external forces and

NIPCO to such
allegation NIPCO: Yes,

the allegation holds
ground.As we can see,
the foundation of India
making remains fluid.
More than 500 princely
states were forcibly
annexed into India.

policy. This strategy pits production designed b
community against the Indian rulersAt the
community disunites national level, colonial
perpetually weak. It destroyed the
enables the Indian Statecolonial
to keep them undereconomy Manipur is
control and rule upon. being reduced to

Editor: Any

them and makes themrelation of production had reservation policyjob
pre- quota and etcetera.
self-reliant Editor: A family or

captive market of Indian internal

y Schedule Tribe, vested sectarian forces

Schedule Caste, Otheris nottimely checked an
| Backward Classes, defeatedWe keep a vigil
on destructive forces aj
they will lead the peoplg
nowhere to a brighte

society or State or nation future but to the
a or empire infested with permanent subjugatio
crisis is by Indian racial

Manipur was never a part contemporary society or commodity and its market relatively weak and had oppressionWe believe

of British India. The
people of Manipur are
racially, socially and
culturally different from
those British Indian
leaders who built Indian
empire.

In imposing aspiration
and policies there is
national contradiction
between India and
Manipur. People revolted
when Manipur was
arbitrarily annexed to
India in 1949.
Revolutionary movement

nation or State or empireforces.  When
is either built or thrives productive sector ha
on the
foundation of economic relative
organisation.

impact

appear to be of uniting people.
interconnected. Manipur
Communal or sectariandependent on India
comprehended without capital investment
understanding the largerTherefore, within
context of political

could survive and had organisations indulge i

the self

material been destroyed, it hadextent ethnic-conflict
on amongst co-existing
destroying the mode of ethnies had destructive
Political system and production that would manifestations
economic organisation serve as the material basisManipur? NIPCO: The

became contradiction amongst

politics cannot be fully commodity and colonial Manipur is of secondary

that internal contradiction)
in Manipur is sharpene
deliberately by some
covert forces. This wa:
revealed during|
communal aberration
such as Naga- Kuki clash
Kuki-Paite clash and
Meitei-pangal clashwe

believe that any|
democratic issue raised i
the name of communit)
such as Naga, Kuki, Paite

destructive
sramifications.To what

in
internal conflict or
n co-existingethnies of

. type and basically non-
antagnistic.

Manipur, short sighted This contradiction arises Meetei, and Panggal cal
economy within which it individuals, groups and out of petty squabbles be internally resolved.

n due to unequal sharing of (To be contd
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f Aarogya’,

Party leaderfollowing with senior party leaders.

Meghalaya since 2014
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" councilors, members of recruitment training for The

, Tongzapao ManlunThe with aid from Assam

, BehiangYouth Club with participating
Nnthe help provided by Football tournament byAssam Rifles which will
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Assam Rifles Launches
MissionAarogya in Chandel
gnoupal Distric

i ; Ty
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r Imphal, Dec. 14

nlaking its initiative of
_‘MissionAarogya’ahead, 26 *
lISectorAssam Rifles has '}
planned a series of free,
1 Medical Camps in the
pffemote villages of Chandel
and Tengnoupal district.
-The Medical camps are® *
rbeing organized in a phaseq
gmanner in the month of &
December to bring smileand|
wellness to the locals and

tto add happiness to theirNungtak village, wherein a Medical officer (RMO)
aChristmas Celebrations.

total of 396 villagers conducted free Medial
Inthe first phase of ‘Mission including 98 males, 151 Campsfrom 12 Decemberto
Thoubal females and 147 children 13 December 2018. The
Battalion conducted free were given free medical villagers of all the 18

i medical Camps from 25 consultion, medicines and villages conveyed their

November to  28th diagnosis. heartfelt gratitude to
November 2018, in the far Chandel battalion under Chandel battalion and
flung and remote villages of Mission Aarogya took Assam Rifles for providing
Khengjoi Sub Division and responsibility to reach out to medical cover and bringing
reached out to the locals ofthe remotest and inaccessibldifesaving medicines to such
Motluk, Songyang, villages of Machi Subdivision, isolated and remote villages.
Khangbarol and Parlon where the Medical facilities In the third phase of the
villages. In the second arefaraway from the reach of mission, Thoubal Battalion
phase, Chandel Battalion ofthe villagers. Further due to has planned to reach out to
26 SectorAssam Rifles poor road connectivity and the remote villages of
under the aegis of HQ IGAR financial constraints, the Tengnoupal district and to
(South) conducted series ofvillagers avoid gaig to address their medical needs.
Medical Camps from 12 Dec hospital and Primary Health The aim of ‘Mission
to 13 Dec and addressed theCentre for treatment. Hence,Aarogya’ is to assist
medical needs of the 18understanding the villagers of the remote areas
remote villages of Machi difficulties of locals, the tolead ahealthy and ailment
Sub Division including team of Chandel battalion free life and to bring smile to
Khoibu Centre, Machi and lead by the Regimental the last man of the society

Assam Rifles Reviews Security
Situation inThoubal

responsibility of the plans of civic projects
respective COBs. were also discussed.

During the meets various The locals accentuated
Thoubal Battalion of 9 aspects concerningthe need of conduct of

IT News
Imphal, Dec. 14

dsectorssam Rifles under security in the area weresuch security meetings on

the aegis of HQ IGAR discussed. There was alsa regular basis as it offers
conducted an interaction carried out them an opportunity for

monthly security meets at on necessary measuresnutual interaction with

Chandrakhong and required to be undertakenthe Assam Rifles and

Yaripok Company by locals in synergy with achieve a sense of
Operating Bases (COB). Assam  Rifles for belongingness so as to
The security forums were maintaining a strict vigilin collectively accomplish

attended by Vvillage the area. In addition to theall goals to bring peace
Pradhans, ward security issues, preand harmony in the area.
security meet

village youth club, Assam Rifles recruitment concluded with tea and
representatives of police rally, career counseling for refreshments for all the
and locals of the areas ofyouth and future action attendees.

AR restored of football ground and
conduct Footballournament at Beheng

IT News
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ground & Beheng support provide by the
FootballTourney is being Assam Rifles,Assam
played in the same Rifles will also be
In the year 1996 then GOCground. conducting a medical
57 Mountain Division Maj The ground renovation camp on the day of the
Gen N S Gill inaugurated started in the month of final of football
Beheng on football July during monsoons tournament.

ground which was done with assistance provided The villagers and chief of
underArmy Development by Assam Rifles, BYC Beheng are grateful with
Group and was gifted to successfully renovated the initiative shown by
the chief of Beheng Mr the ground by Dec 2018 Assam Rifles in
renovating the football
football ground was Rifles. ground which was
marked as aremembrancdt is for the first time in inaugurated in the year
and faith of good will the history of Beheng 15 1996 by Gen N S Gill. The

ngesture fofTheVillagers Zomi teams from India Village Spirit and morale

of Beheng. and Myanmar are has been uplifted by the

in the small act of kindness done

Assam Rifles has from13-17 Dec 2018. also be Remembered in the
renovated the football In addition to the history of Behenyillage.




